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Theme: Thriving in a Changing Circumpolar Landscape: Wellness and Healing
Call for Abstracts   October 1, 2026 – March 1, 2027

The 19th International Congress on Circumpolar Health (ICCH19) invites researchers, practitioners, policymakers, community leaders, Elders, students, and Indigenous knowledge holders to submit abstracts for oral and poster presentations.
We welcome submissions that advance knowledge, strengthen partnerships, and promote wellness, healing, resilience, and health equity across Circumpolar and Indigenous populations. Submissions describing research, evaluation, policy initiatives, clinical practice, public health programs, educational innovations, personal experiences or community-led initiatives are welcome.
Conference Vision
ICCH19 recognizes that health challenges and opportunities in the Circumpolar North are interconnected. The Congress seeks to foster collaboration across disciplines, sectors, and knowledge systems by highlighting research and practice that is:
· Methodologically appropriate
· Ethically grounded
· Community centered
· Indigenous led or Indigenous engaged
· Innovative and action oriented
· Responsive to northern realities and priorities
We also encourage submissions that demonstrate meaningful partnerships with Circumpolar Indigenous communities and combine Indigenous knowledge systems with western science.
Pre-Congress Event: Qikiqtagruk (Kotzebue)
We will ask if your abstract can be considered for the Pre-Congress. Registration will be limited and priority given to those persons submitting abstracts or working on the HIV/STI/Hepatitis syndemic or on research governance. 
Program Themes/Tracks
Abstracts may be submitted under one or more of the following interdisciplinary conference themes:

Health Systems, Innovation & Remote Delivery
Remote healthcare delivery, health workforce development, implementation and translational science, emerging technologies, and sustainable health systems in northern and remote settings.


Chronic Disease Prevention & Wellness
Submissions involving chronic disease prevention, health equity, community engagement, innovation, and interdisciplinary approaches are encouraged across all themes. We want to create sessions that include interdisciplinary presentations related to these topics.
Infectious Disease
Infectious disease epidemiology and modeling, pathogenesis, diagnostics, treatments, vaccines, antimicrobial resistance, infection prevention, outbreak response, emerging pathogens, and disease control interventions across clinical, lab, and public health settings.

Tuberculosis Track
We welcome abstracts on TB in the Circumpolar North. We are looking for presentations on a) epidemiology, b) successful and innovative methods for detection, treatment and control, and c) strategies and resources needed to eliminate TB. We want to develop a track called, ““Eliminating TB in Alaska and the Circumpolar North: What will it take?”

Maternal, Child & Family Health
Maternal, child, adolescent, family, and reproductive health across the life course, including Indigenous and community-based models of care.
Indigenous Health, Knowledge & Self Determination
Indigenous leadership, community-based participatory research, culturally grounded methodologies, Indigenous food systems, data sovereignty, governance, and pathways to health equity and healing.
Mental Health, Substance Use & Wellness
Mental health promotion, suicide prevention, trauma-informed care, substance use, cultural connectedness, resilience, and community-driven wellness initiatives.
Environmental Health, Climate Change & One Health
Climate change and health, environmental health, food security, ecosystem health, pollution, climate-sensitive diseases, and One Health approaches linking human, animal, and environmental systems. We are looking for presentations on the scientific aspects or on the personal experiences of these changes. For example, how the Typhoons Merbok and Halong affected Alaska communities and how they are responding to disasters. 
Comprehensive Health Research & Syndemic Approaches
Syndemics and social determinants of health, infectious disease, housing, substance use, mental health, violence prevention, and system-based responses to health inequities. Includes abstracts related to the ETHIC program (“Ending the HIV, HCV, and Syphilis Epidemics in Indian Country”), or abstracts on how these infections cluster within Circumpolar populations. Ethical conduct of research, Indigenous data governance, implementation science, genomics ethics, knowledge mobilization, and translating evidence into policy and practice.

Abstract Submission Overview - “Rolling” or “Continuous” Acceptance
All submissions will undergo peer review as they are submitted to the Congress. Authors who want to take advantage of lower Congress registration fees will want to submit abstracts and register early. 
Authors will be notified of abstract acceptance within 3-4 weeks of submission. The author will be notified of the presentation type (oral, poster) by March 19, 2027.
Abstract Types
Scientific or Biomedical Abstract: one paragraph, 2100-character limit (including spaces), to include a logical progression of these ideas with or without sub-headings:
1. Background, suggest one sentence introducing the problem and why this study is important
2. Objective, suggest one sentence on the research goal or question
3. Methods suggest one or two sentences explaining the study design, approach, or data collection.
4. Results, two or three sentences describing the most important findings that support the conclusions. 
5. Conclusions and relevance to Circumpolar health and wellbeing describe the main message or real-word benefits and significance.
6. No Citations or Jargon: Do not include citations or bibliographic references. Please do not use non-standard abbreviations or new or complex acronyms.
7. One supplemental file for data tables, figures, or images

Narrative or Storytelling Abstract: The Narrative abstract format is for submissions that do not fit the scientific/biomedical format. These abstracts describe personal experiences, indigenous/traditional knowledge, community initiatives, health policies, health systems or are theoretical.
Submit one paragraph of no more than 2100 characters (including spaces), with or without subheadings, which includes the:
1. Context: What community, experience, issue, teaching, practice, or knowledge is being shared?
2. Purpose: Why is it important to share this knowledge or story?
3. Knowledge/Experience: What key knowledge, experience, teachings, lessons, or perspectives will be shared?
4. Relevance: What can others learn from this, and why does it matter for Circumpolar health and well-being? 
5. Relationships: If this is relevant to the abstract, how are the community, knowledge holders, or people represented in the submission involved in or connected to the presentation? 
Panel Discussion Abstract: To propose an oral Panel Discussion Session, submit one paragraph of no more than 2100 characters (including spaces) that includes:
1. The purpose and objective
2. Why the topic is important to Circumpolar health and for ICCH19
3. The perspectives, disciplines, communities, or expertise to be included
4. List the names and affiliations of the proposed panelists. Tell us if you are looking to recruit additional panelists and if you need assistance from the Organizers in finding them. 
Workshop Abstract: To propose a Workshop Session, submit one paragraph of no more than 2100 characters (including spaces) that includes: 
1. The purpose and objective
2. Why the topic is important to Circumpolar Health and audience
3. Intended Audience
4. Who will lead the workshop and their affiliations.

Who Should Submit?
We encourage submissions from:
· Researchers and scientists
· Students and trainees
· Healthcare professionals
· Public health practitioners
· Indigenous organizations and leaders
· Community representatives
· Government and policy professionals
· Nonprofit and community-based organizations
· International Circumpolar partners
ICCH19 values diverse forms of evidence, including community knowledge, Indigenous knowledge systems, lived experience, and scientific research.
Important Abstract Dates

October 1, 2026 	Abstracts open for submission
March 1, 2027 	Final day of abstract submission
March 19, 2027	Scientific Program posted, authors
	notified of presentation type (oral, poster)
Important Registration Dates

September 2026 - January 8, 2027 	“Early Bird” Registration, reduced fees.
January 9 - March 1, 2027 	Advance Registration fees apply
March 1 - June 4, 2027	General Registration fees apply
June 5, 2027	Onsite Registration fees apply

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR ABSTRACT ON WHOVA
Please Note: The form does not allow symbols in the abstract title. Symbols like “<” and will need to be placed in the details text of the abstract.
1. After you have read these instructions, go back to the ICCH19 website and click on “Submit Your Abstract” where you will be taken to the Whova Call for Abstracts portal.
[image: ]
2. Click the “Start proposal” button and log into your account. If this is your first time logging into Whova, please create an account. Watch this 4-minute tutorial video for more details on how to use the Submission Portal.
3. Submit: Complete the submission process, including uploading your abstract and any supplemental documents.
4. Review Process: Your abstract will undergo review by our Scientific Program Committee.
5. Notification: You will be notified of the acceptance status within 30 days of submitting.  We will notify you in March 2027 regarding your presentation type, date and time.
6. Once your abstract is accepted, you will register for the Congress.
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